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April 14 1934 —

September 12 2006

“A falling tree makes a lot of noise. But one
cannot hear a forest germinate.”
This is the Gandhi quote that Solange Fernex

chose for her 1000 Peace Women presentation.

Ecologiste, pacifiste, féministe et tiers-mondi-
ste. Solange Fernex, ancienne députée euro-
péenne des Verts et cofondatrice du parti en
1984, est morte mardi 12 septembre en Alsace,
a I'4ge de 72 ans. Née le 14 avril 1934 4 Stras-
bourg, secrétaire trilingue et traductrice, cette
mere de quatre enfants a éeé lune des premiéres
candidates écologistes de France, avant méme
la candidature de René Dumont 4 la présiden-
tielle de 1974. Ecologiste, pacifiste, {éministe,
tiers-mondiste, cette chrétienne protestante
érait habitée par les idées de Gandhi ou de Lan-
za del Vasto et proche de Théodore Monod.

Solange Fernex campaigned for the preservati-
on of the environment, against nuclear power,
and for equal rights for women for 40 years.
Her activities as a member of the Green Party
and of the European Parliament, of her town
council, her involvement in several NGOs,
among them WILPF where we all knew her as
a women with a very strong and at the same

time gentle charisma, her public presentations,
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numerous translations and books, her civic
disobedience and her concrete actions promo-
ting solidarity, have informed and inspired
young people, helped others and encouraged
them to shoulder their responsibilities.
Solange’s father died as a French soldier when
she was six. “Human beings fight wars,” she
said already as a child. Non-violence became
the thread running through her commitment
to peace, to the cause of women and to the en-
vironment. She learned eatly to resist, to love
nature, and became aware that all we have is
our “small blue planet.”

Solange married Michel Fernex, a specialist in
tropical diseases. She followed him to Africa
and seconded him in his work. She gave birth
to four children, worked in the health sector
and became a Third World activist.

After returning to Alsace, she joined the Jeunes
Femmes movement and founded a Terre des
Hommes chapter. 2001-2003 she was a leading
figure in the Nuclear Phase Out Federation.
In 2001 she and her husband founded the as-
sociation Children of Chernobyl.

Solange’s commitment to the environment was
huge. In her book La Vie pour la Vie, she de-
scribes aspects of this work and her work against

nuclear power and nuclear weapons.

Solange was co-founder of the Green Party and
a member of the European Parliament (1989-
1994).

Loving nature and life also meant working for
feminist causes. In 1979 Solange founded Fem-
mes pour la Paix, which she headed until 1996.
Between 1995 and 2003 she chaired the French
section of WILPF.

As for the military Solange held the conviction
that instead of doing army service, women
should get involved in safety issues, conflict
prevention and mediation. She was committed
to this all her life, also as Vice-President of the
International Peace Bureau (1994-1998). In
2001 Solange received the Nuclear Free Future
award in Ireland.

A cancer caused her to give up certain activities
in 2003.

The work of Solange was often fraught with
obstacles, setbacks and disappointments.
“Things are too slow, but they do move for-
ward. I am an eternal optimist,” she said. For
Solange the important thing was the action,
the commitment. She reworded a saying of her
grandmother: “It is not God’s help that will get

us there; we have to make an effort ourselves.”
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Kay
Camp

July 10 1918 —

July 9 2006

As women come increasingly into public
life,constituting the most potentially powerful
pressure group, we must insist that peace is
our priority. Women subscribe fully to the
UNESCO maxim that “Wars begin in the
minds of men.” We offer the corollary: “Wars
must end in the minds of women.” Peace and

disarmament must become our way of life.”

WILPF also sadly bids farewell to Kay
Camp who died on 9 July 2006 - after
complications from a stroke - at the
Quadrangle retirement community in
Haverford; she was one day short of her
88th birthday. Kay devoted 50 years of
her life to WILPF and was US Section
President from 1967 to 1971, and Interna-
tional President from 1974-80.

In 1980 she was appointed International
Representative to the United Nations. She
was also a board member of the Institute
for Defence and Disarmament Studies and
was committed to the transformation of a
military society to a peaceful one in which
women had a big part. Kay was a Quaker
and described herself as a peace protago-

nist. The title of her publication for

WILPEF - Listen to Women for a Change

- became a slogan which is still used today.
She was the creator of WILPF’s S.T.A.R.
(Stop the Arms Race) signature campaign
in the early 1980s to exhort citizens
around the world to “buck the arms race

with a buck,” the slogan she created to
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raise funds to carry out the one-year
campaign that took the petitions to

NATO headquarters in March 1983,
ending with a huge women’s rally in

Brussels.

WOMEMS INTE R MAT IO AL
Leagur toy Peace and Newedom
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The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is the
oldest women’s peace organization in the world. It was founded in April 1915,
in the Hague, the Netherlands, by some 1300 women from Europe and North
America, from countries at war against each other and neutral ones, who came
together in a Congress of Women to protest the killing and destruction of the
war then raging in Europe. WILPF is an international non governmental
organization (NGO) with National Sections in 37 countries, covering all
continents. Its International Secretariat is based in Geneva and maintains a
New York UN office. Its aims and principles are:

* to bring together women of different political beliefs and philosophies who
are united in their determination to study, make known and help abolish
the causes and the legitimization of war;

* to work toward world peace; total and universal disarmament; the abolition
of violence and coercion in the settlement of conflict and its replacement in
every case by negotiation and conciliation;

* to support the civil society to democratize the United Nations system;

* to support the continuous development and implementation of international
and humanitarian law;

* to promote political and social equality and economic equity;

* to contribute toward co-operation among all people;

* to enhance environmentally sustainable development.

www.wilpf.int.ch
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