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Lisbon NATO Summit – ONCE MORE NO

The leaders of the NATO countries will meet in Lisbon on November 19th - 21st, 2010 to decide on the new NATO strategy. There is no doubt about the essence of this strategy and summit: increase of the military budget, continuation of a politics of military intervention, strengthening of missile defence, modernization of nuclear weapons. 

The coalition « No to war – No to NATO » is preparing an international counter summit, anti-war demonstrations and diverse actions and events across Portugal as well as an international conference on October 17-18th 2010. 

Women and Feminists Voices Must Be Heard

Throughout Europe women actively oppose war and NATO. They stand up against atomic bombs, missile defence and space control systems. They are fighting for the implementation of UN resolution 1325, which states that women must play an important, autonomous role in preventing wars, non-violent resolution of conflicts and building peace.

From Bosnia to Russia, from Afghanistan to Turkey, women are overcoming borders between ethnic groups and countries and building bridges of understanding. For a Europe that is a bearer of a real peaceful project. But NATO members go to war, to protect their own military and economic interests by military threats. 

Feminists say STOP: 60 years of NATO are enough! Stop to the devastating consequences of security and defence policy, grounded in armed strength and capacity of destruction. This policy is based on a patriarchal perspective of security, which means military domination. Women are excluded from the real decision making processes. The “war on terror” has posed a real threat on the security of the world. We need to strengthen the resistance space, which stand strongly against destructive wars and for universal nuclear disarmament.

Another policy is needed, a policy committed to human security, human and environmental development. European Feminist Initiative (IFE-EFI) and Women´s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) demand:

· Closing of all the NATO military bases installed in Europe until the full dissolving of NATO, a tool of death and  destruction;

· Abandoning of the European Security and Defence Policy, which creates supplementary federal military structures and encourages the EU States to increase their military budgets, and transforming it into policy for civil defence and intervention; 

· Investing in full disarmament and elimination of nuclear weapons, in re- organisation of military structures into civilian units for humanitarian help. 

· Widening the human security concept in order to include structural violence against women;

· Implementing of the UNCSR 1325 which asks for the equal and full participation of women in the prevention of conflicts and during peace negotiations that will contribute to finding just and sustainable political solutions.  

As feminists from Europe we supported the International Appeal of Stuttgart for a more just and secure world and we participated at the International Demonstration: « No to war – No to NATO! » in April 2009 in Strasbourg-Kehl. During the NATO summit of Lisbon we will act once more for a world in which the 1500 milliards of Euros budgeted each year for death and destruction will be instead allocated to address the basic needs of Humanity.

We are a space of anti-war and anti-domination resistance and for building Europe that is a bearer of sustainable peace, social justice and democracy. 
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